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Art direction , partnership, & design

D E S I G N  C A S E  S T U D Y



More important 
than understanding 
the behavior 

is 
figuring 
out

NEXT?
WHAT’S



As a “brand of brands,” design at 
Fandom stretches across a broad 
range of styles and personalities— 
often in co-branded environments—
and occasionally leveraged for 
something completely new. My 
team used every creative tool in 
the box to deliver unforgettable 
design solutions across content and 
marketing channels. 

	» ART DIREC TION:  directed 
design teams and individuals on 
concepting and execution, guiding 
them to find the right balance of 
brand connection and personality.

	» PARTNERSHIP:  served 
as either the responsible or 
accountable party with internal 
stakeholders, driving the process 
and approach to execute against 
budget and time frames.

	» DESIGN:  contributed hands-
on design ideas, crafting various 
aspects and components of the 
finished work.

CONTRIBUTING DESIGNERS:
Dylan Abuel, Winh Do, Nick Tam,  
Risha Egart, Dermot Jiang

PROJECT BRIEF ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES
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TO CONNECT WITH SOMEONE ELSE 
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RESEARCH
REPORT

A

is Fandom’s second annual 
research report on the changing 
mindset of entertainment fans. 

This year’s report focuses on the 
impact of global health and 
cultural evolution on the fan 
experience. It combines a broad 
fan survey in the US & UK with 
exclusive behavioral data from 
Fandom's 315M+ unique users.

STATE_0F_FAND0MTHE

NEW HABITS 
ARE HERE 
TO STAY

→ Gaming 
demographics 
shifted as 
parents looked 
for experiences 
to share with 
their children.

NEW HABITS 
ARE HERE 
TO STAY

→ Virtual fan experiences like 
Harry Potter escape rooms 
and table reads brought 
fans closer to their 
fandoms than ever before.

PIERCE BROSNAN’S GOLDEN EYE WATCHALONG 
SPIKED THE 007 WIKI

→ of consumers 
spent money 

on at-home movie 
releases during 
COVID-19, creating 
meaningful bonding 

31%

+164%YOY

of fans who developed 
new entertainment 
interests will keep 
them post-pandemic

91%

CASE STUDY.   CAMPAIGNS & CONTENTDATA-DRIVEN SALES MARKETING



INTEREST IN NOSTALGIC
CONTENT INCREASED

YoY
TIMEWARP

DO THE
LET’S

AGAIN

TIMEWARP
_AGAIN

LET’S
_DO THE

of fans turned back the clock to old 
entertainment hobbies or content 
that reminded them of the good old 66%

Nostalgic 
entertainment has 
provided fans a 
chance to connect 
with their families 
and a way to share 
what they love with 
others in an 
otherwise solitary 
time.

Revisiting 
old classics through 
a modern perspective 
is a great way to 
connect, as today’s 
fans are increasingly 
choosing to find 
comfort in the good 
old days.

TAKEAWAY

TOP MOTIVATIONS FOR NOSTALGIC CONTENT

DYNASTY +191% YoY

I KNOW IT’S RANDOM, BUT MY SISTER 
WAS NAMED AFTER ALEXIS CARRINGTON 

FROM DYNASTY, AND IT’S ALWAYS BEEN 
A TALKING POINT IN MY FAMILY. WE 

FINALLY HAD THE TIME TO BINGE THE 
WHOLE SERIES TOGETHER.

FAN LAB RESPONDENT

PASS DOWN 
FANDOMS 

73%
BOND WITH 
FAMILY & 
FRIENDS 

64%
CONNECT 
WITH 
CHARACTER 62%

TO SPEND QUALITY TIME 
WITH FRIENDS/FAMILY

TO CONNECT WITH SOMEONE ELSE

The reason why making 
sourdough bread and 
craft cocktails came and 
went but entertainment 
stayed was because 
people found 
through entertainment.

CONNECTION

That’s part 
of it, but...

We get it, people engaged with 
Entertainment more than ever 
before… but it’s just because 
they had more time, right? 

36%80%YoY

41% 55%
YoY

What role does 
entertainment play for you?FOUR_MAJOR_TRENDS

FOUR_MAJOR_TRENDSAs Entertainment 
became our main 
source of 
connection through 
quarantine, 

emerged in 
consumer 
behavior…

FOUR
MAJOR
TRENDS

More important 
than understanding 
the behavior 

is 
figuring 
out

NEXT?
WHAT’S

...THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE CLAIMING 
TO BE ENTERTAINMENT FANS GREW 
SIGNIFICANTLY.

AFTER BEING STUCK AT HOME FOR 
THE MAJORITY OF THE 2020s...

OF FANS HAVE SPENT MORE 
TIME WITH ENTERTAINMENT 
DURING THE PANDEMIC

BECAUSE

93%

MOVIE FANS

93%
+8%
YoY

76%76%
GAMING FANS

+23%
YoY

91%91%
+9%
YoY

TV FANS

YEAR OVER YEAR

PERCENTAGE OF FANS WHO SPENT MORE TIME IN 2020

TV

53%
GAMES

43%
MOVIES

54%
ESPORTS

19%
COMICS

20%
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Of entertainment fans would 
rather watch franchised 
content than something new

While fans prefer to engage 
with franchised content, 
the volume of releases 
leaves them feeling
OVERWHELMED BY CHOICE

Are left feeling like there is too 
much happening for them to 

give the franchises they are a 
fan of adequate attention

Of gamers would rather play 
franchised content than 
something new

Let♠ look inside…

Connection to source is key for cross-media 
adaptations 

1. Strong connection to the source 
material (40%)

2. Involvement from the original creators 
(34%) 

3. Nostalgia (32%) 

Are interested in 
this expansion 
format

31%
Rank it as 
their favorite

7%

72% of respondents are 
more likely to engage 
with another installment 
from the franchise after 
engaging with a new 
release

Prove new content to existing fans while bringing 
in new & fresh audiences

Interest in Fandom’s 
Last of Us wiki grew 4x 

after the series premiere

#350 Ranked Wiki

#22 Ranked Wiki

472% 
increase in traffic 
to the gaming wiki 

pages following the 
series.

40%
The video game

36%
A fan of both

24%
The TV series

FANS ARE PRIMARILY A FAN OF…

Let♠ look inside…

Fans look to spin-offs for a modern and fresh approach to the 
original story

➔ Allows for the expansion of the original story and 
characters (67%), 

➔ It introduces new characters and storylines (45%), 
➔ It offers a fresh perspective on the original material 

(45%). 

Are interested in 
this expansion 
format

53%
Rank it as 
their favorite

27%

Fans who engage 
with original releases 
are less likely to 
engage with 
P+ originals

 

Spin-offs allow for a modernized approach 
to the story and characters bringing in 
new audiences along the way

Original Era Prodigy Lower 
Decks

More 
likely to 
engage 
with

Sci-fi
Fantasy
Action

Cartoons
Low 
maturity

Adult
Animation

Prodigy (-67%) 
Lower Decks (-60%)

WE SET OUT TO CREATE 
THE FIRST-EVER 
METRIC TO MEASURE 
FAN INTEREST ACROSS 
THE ENTERTAINMENT 
AND GAMING 
LANDSCAPE
AA  uunniiffiieedd  vviieeww  tthhrroouugghh  aa  
ssiinnggllee  ssoouurrccee

OveRVIEW

The 2023 Inside Fandom Study analyzes the impact of franchises in the 
entertainment and gaming industry, revealing that over two-thirds of 
fans prefer established universes with strong fan bases. The study 
identifies five key elements contributing to franchise success and 
explores the choice between expanding franchises wider with spin-offs 
and adaptations or deeper with sequels and prequels. It emphasizes the 
importance of sustained fan engagement and effective marketing 
campaigns, including tie-ins and licensing deals, to drive interest and 
purchase decisions.

Survey of 5,000 gaming and entertainment fans in the US & UK 

Analysis of Fandom’s proprietary, first-party data from 2023

METHODOLOGY
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definitive
T H E

launch
G U I D E

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, ridiculus varius fusce nullam in, suspendisse 

fusce lorem magna suspendisse quis, luctus eget ultricies non sociosqu. 

Libero semper sed lectus. Proin bibendum sed, ac sollicitudin luctus sit 

tincidunt magnis velit. Mus eget, tincidunt laoreet. Consequat aliquam 

bibendum leo neque.

Molestie at integer semper, integer amet vel, mattis aliquam eros, volutpat 

porta mus massa gravida, tortor egestas libero sapien ornare etiam ut. Non 

pellentesque egestas in, aenean eu lectus, ante pellentesque adipiscing 

laoreet, sed rhoncus leo, blandit mauris. Fusce feugiat quis duis facilisis 

diam, dolor sit, felis urna adipiscing. Eu enim volutpat erat sed volutpat, 

laoreet sagittis vel sociis, ac a nulla. Nibh sem cubilia elementum pulvinar, 

diam tincidunt, nec viverra quisque duis mauris erat, pede felis urna 

vivamus nibh. Convallis vitae, placerat cursus sed, laoreet wisi sit nisl at 

blandit est, pharetra cursus tristique. Ridiculus nisl quis tortor suscipit, a 

lorem massa erat, tristique ea, tincidunt dolor viverra urna justo.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, ridiculus varius fusce nullam in, suspendisse 

fusce lorem magna suspendisse quis, luctus eget ultricies non sociosqu. 

Libero semper sed lectus. Proin bibendum sed, ac sollicitudin luctus sit 

tincidunt magnis velit. Mus eget, tincidunt laoreet. Consequat aliquam 

bibendum leo neque.

Euismod nibh in, justo ullamcorper a vivamus. Aptent vel feugiat, sed ac 

ipsum libero nam fringilla, accumsan congue justo feugiat in arcu, massa 

vel, ornare lectus taciti urna malesuada. Et lectus semper ac et maecenas 

tincidunt, rhoncus lorem, duis sit cras, et erat vitae mauris, cras non quis 

praesent dapibus rutrum. Pellentesque donec eget vitae tristique lorem, 

vestibulum habitant nonummy eros sit sem suspendisse, fermentum 

magna sapien leo quam nulla. Malesuada metus lobortis, in hendrerit dolor 

dolor fames vitae maiores, sociosqu fringilla vivamus aliquam sem. 

Tristique eleifend elit quis, litora condimentum turpis, ipsum dapibus 

cursus malesuada accumsan. Cursus non sollicitudin enim risus 

pellentesque, metus justo pede, quis posuere blandit, quis et quisque 

vehicula. Tortor mi erat dui arcu magna libero, arcu velit nullam nulla 

pharetra.

Arcu pellentesque bibendum velit in sit, sed venenatis mollis, quis orci dis 

ipsum suspendisse at, et pharetra donec dolor dolor sed nam, leo ligula orci 

cursus sapien. Et sagittis suspendisse ornare porttitor integer leo. Erat 

viverra etiam eget, vero feugiat mi in interdum, sodales iaculis eget, 

sociosqu odio nullam in placerat eros. Tincidunt nibh massa pharetra, amet 

morbi sollicitudin tempus ridiculus dictum, libero venenatis parturient 

dignissim nibh nibh, sed proin ipsum pede augue vestibulum ut, amet nunc 

ipsum. Pellentesque tempor auctor maecenas donec elementum, sed tortor 

tellus, tempus sed sodales, neque euismod ullamcorper amet posuere 

donec a.

Euismod nibh in, justo ullamcorper a vivamus. Aptent vel feugiat, sed ac 

ipsum libero nam fringilla, accumsan congue justo feugiat in arcu, massa 

vel, ornare lectus taciti urna malesuada. Et lectus semper ac et maecenas 

tincidunt, rhoncus lorem, duis sit cras, et erat vitae mauris, cras non quis 

praesent dapibus rutrum. Pellentesque donec eget vitae tristique lorem, 

vestibulum habitant nonummy eros sit sem suspendisse, fermentum 

magna sapien leo quam nulla. Malesuada metus lobortis, in hendrerit dolor 

dolor fames vitae maiores, sociosqu fringilla vivamus aliquam sem cras con 

Euismod nibh in, justo ullamcorper a vivamus. Aptent vel feugiat, sed ac 

ipsum libero nam fringilla, accumsan congue justo feugiat in arcu, massa 

vel, ornare lectus taciti urna malesuada. Et lectus semper ac et maecenas 

tincidunt, rhoncus lorem, duis sit cras, et erat vitae mauris, cras non quis 

praesent dapibus rutrum. Pellentesque donec eget vitae tristique lorem, 

vestibulum habitant nonummy eros sit sem suspendisse, fermentum 

Euismod nibh in, justo ullamcorper a vivamus. Aptent vel feugiat, sed ac 

ipsum libero nam fringilla, accumsan congue justo feugiat in arcu, massa 

vel, ornare lectus taciti urna malesuada. Et lectus semper ac et maecenas 

tincidunt, rhoncus lorem, duis sit cras, et erat vitae mauris, cras non quis 

praesent dapibus rutrum. Pellentesque donec eget vitae tristique lorem, 

vestibulum habitant nonummy eros sit sem suspendisse.

euismod nibh in, justo ullamcorper 

a vivamus. Aptent vel feugiat, sed 

ac ipsum libero nam fringilla, 

accumsan congue justo feugiat in 

arcu, massa vel, ornare lectus taciti 

urna malesuada. Et lectus semper 

ac et maecenas tincidunt, rhoncus 

lorem, duis sit cras, et erat vitae 

mauris, cras non quis praesent 

dapibus rutrum. Pellentesque 

euismod nibh in, justo ullamcorper 

a vivamus. Aptent vel feugiat, sed 

ac ipsum libero nam fringilla, 

accumsan congue justo feugiat in 

arcu, massa vel, ornare lectus taciti 

urna malesuada. Et lectus semper 

ac et maecenas tincidunt, rhoncus 

lorem, duis sit cras, et erat vitae 

mauris, cras non quis praesent 

dapibus rutrum. Pellentesque 

donec eget vitae tristique lorem, 

vestibulum habitant nonummy eros 

sit sem suspendisse, fermentum 

magna sapien leo quam nulla. 

euismod nibh in, justo ullamcorper a 

vivamus. Aptent vel feugiat, sed ac ipsum 

libero nam fringilla, accumsan congue 

justo feugiat in arcu, massa vel, ornare 

lectus taciti urna malesuada. Et lectus 

semper ac et maecenas tincidunt, rhoncus 

lorem, duis sit cras, et erat vitae mauris, 

cras non quis praesent dapibus rutrum. 

Pellentesque donec eget vitae tristique 

Arcu pellentesque bibendum velit in sit, sed venenatis mollis, quis orci dis 

ipsum suspendisse at, et pharetra donec dolor dolor sed nam, leo ligula orci 

cursus sapien. Et sagittis suspendisse ornare porttitor integer leo. Erat 

viverra etiam eget, vero feugiat mi in interdum, sodales iaculis eget, 

So, the Nintendo Switch is REALLY cool.

THE HISTORY OF THE CONSOLE

From NX to Switch

1

A DISCUSSION ON HARDWARE

The Portable Home Console

2

SUB-TITLE GOES HERE

Another Chapter Title
3

Nintendo Switch is a home console you can 
take on the go...even in the car!

It’s entirely 
possible that 
footage may 

have just 
been cooked 

up for the 
trailer alone.

Euismod nibh in, justo ullamcorper a vivamus. Aptent vel feugiat, sed ac 

ipsum libero nam fringilla, accumsan congue justo feugiat in arcu, massa 

vel, ornare lectus taciti urna malesuada. Et lectus semper ac et maecenas 

tincidunt, rhoncus lorem, duis sit cras, et erat vitae mauris, cras non quis 

praesent dapibus rutrum. Pellentesque donec eget vitae tristique lorem, 

vestibulum habitant nonummy eros sit sem suspendisse, fermentum 

magna sapien leo quam nulla. Malesuada metus lobortis, in hendrerit dolor 

dolor fames vitae maiores, sociosqu fringilla vivamus aliquam sem. 

Tristique eleifend elit quis, litora condimentum turpis, ipsum dapibus 

cursus malesuada accumsan. Cursus non sollicitudin enim risus 

pellentesque, metus justo pede, quis posuere blandit, quis et quisque 

vehicula. Tortor mi erat dui arcu magna libero, arcu velit nullam nulla 

Not only have Nintendo 

renamed the remotes, but 

they will be using them as 

modular pieces: they can be 

attached to a central unit—the 

Joy-Con Grip—which behaves 

as a game controller!

DID YOU KNOW?

Euismod nibh in, justo ullamcorper a vivamus. Aptent vel feugiat, sed ac 

ipsum libero nam fringilla, accumsan congue justo feugiat in arcu, massa 

vel, ornare lectus taciti urna malesuada. Et lectus semper ac et maecenas 

tincidunt, rhoncus lorem, duis sit cras, et erat vitae mauris, cras non quis 

praesent dapibus rutrum. Pellentesque donec eget vitae tristique lorem, 

vestibulum habitant nonummy eros sit sem.

habitant nonummy eros sit sem suspendisse magna sapien leo quam nulla. 

Malesuada metus lobortis, in hendrerit dolor dolor fames vitae maiores, 

sociosqu fringilla vivamus aliquam sem cras con.

Tristique eleifend elit quis, litora condimentum turpis, ipsum dapibus 

cursus malesuada accumsan. Cursus non sollicitudin enim risus 

pellentesque, metus justo pede, quis posuere blandit, quis et quisque 

vehicula. Tortor mi erat dui arcu magna libero, arcu velit nullam habitant 

nonummy eros sit sem suspendisse magna sapien leo quam nulla. 

Malesuada metus lobortis, in hendrerit dolor dolor fames vitae maiores, 

sociosqu fringilla vivamus aliquam sem cras con.

Nintendo Switch’s Live Demo 
With Jimmy Fallon

Mario for Nintendo Switch – 
Everything We Know

More on Fandom

Top 10
Nintendo Switch 
Games

1 Zelda: Breath of the Wild

2 Super Mario

3 Splatoon

4 Mario Kart 8

5 Elder Scrolls V

6 Yooka-Laylee

7 NBA 2K17

8 LEGO City Undercover

9 Sonic

10 Just Dance 2017

Henry Gilbert

Henry Gilbert is Senior Games Editor at Fandom. He's 
worked in the gaming press since 2008, writing for sites 
as diverse as GamesRadar, IGN, and Paste Magazine. He's 

also been known to record a podcast or two with Laser 
Time. Follow him on Twitter @henereyg.
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1

2

3

EVERY LAUNCH
GAME EXPLAINED

5

4

1

2

3

The Portable 
Home Console4

5

Joy-Cons

Switch Pro 
Controller

Switch 
Console
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max@maxspector.com

www.maxspector.com

mailto:max%40maxspector.com?subject=Let%27s%20connect%21
http://maxspector.com
mailto:max%40maxspector.com?subject=Let%27s%20connect%21
http://maxspector.com

